
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Curriculum Policy 

 

Curriculum Statement 

Mission Statement: Together we journey with Jesus; inspiring each other to learn 

 

Intent 

Our school provides opportunities for all children to achieve their full God given potential. We aim to 

prepare our children for the experiences and responsibilities of their journey through life in the example of 

Christ. We acknowledge our responsibility to show love and respect to all. 

We believe our curriculum is a step on the ladder of lifelong learning, for every unique child. We aim for 

every child to become an independent learner and strive to promote an excellent attitude to learning 

through teaching positive ways of thinking including; respect, determination, perseverance and resilience. 

We support pupils to become thoughtful, reflective and responsible citizens. 

Through a thematic approach, we offer a rich and balanced curriculum where topics and individual 

subjects are carefully connected in a meaningful way to enable pupils to achieve the highest possible 

standards. Our aim is to ensure that children can think like specialists in a particular subject, for example a 

historian, a scientist or an artist. Our curriculum reflects the culture, location, history and geography of our 

community in the East Riding of Yorkshire and is also reflective of national and global issues. We aim to 

develop outward looking pupils who have an understanding of the wider world and its complex cultures. 

We believe learning should be a rewarding and enjoyable experience and we strive to provide learning 

experiences that engage, motivate and inspire children. 

 

Implementation 

We ensure full coverage of the national curriculum 2014 from Year 1 to Year 6, through a thematic 

approach. Links to other subject areas are made whenever learning can be enhanced so that children 

have every opportunity to learn more and remember more. We recognise when particular subjects need to 

be taught separately and this is carefully planned within our curriculum, bespoke to the needs of pupils at St 

Mary’s Market Weighton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Impact 

From their different starting points, we nurture resilient, inquisitive and independent lifelong learners who 

take pride in all that they do, always striving to do their best. By the end of their primary education, they will 

be kind, respectful and honest individuals, demonstrating inclusive attitudes and have a sense of their role in 

our wider society. They will be inspired to be the very best version of themselves as they journey through life. 



Policy Aims 

 
 To outline the values and principles that underline our curriculum through our Curriculum 

Statement 

 To show how the curriculum is planned, delivered and monitored. 

 To show how our curriculum meets the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

 To show how our curriculum is inclusive; meeting the needs of all children. 

 
There are individual policy documents for the following National Curriculum Subjects:  
English 

The teaching and acquisition of reading skills is prioritised at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School to 

allow pupils to access the full curriculum. Developing a love of reading and great literature is at 

the heart of our curriculum. (Please see the English Policy for further information)  
Maths 

Science 

Physical Education 

PSHCE 

Computing 

 

This policy outlines how the following subjects are taught within our school: 
History 

Geography 

Music 

Art and Design 

Design and Technology 

Languages 

 
Attitudes to learning  

We teach clearly and explicitly the attitudes to learning and the skills that are required to become 

a successful and independent, lifelong learner.  

This is carried out by introducing the children to six learning super heroes – one for each term – in 

whole school assemblies and displays around school. Good attitudes to learning are reinforced as 

all staff look out for great learning behaviours and reward children demonstrating such behaviour 

using house point tokens and certificates in our weekly celebration assembly. 

 
Have a go Hero - Something new? Risk it, Try it. Challenge yourself! I CAN DO IT! 

 

Fantastic Focus - I can join in. I can concentrate. I can pay attention to detail. I can stay on an 

activity for a long time. I CAN DO IT! 

 

Keep it up Captain - Facing a challenge? Finding something difficult? DON’T GIVE UP! Persistence. 

More effort. Try a different way. Bounce back after difficulties.  

 

Respect Ranger - We have good manners. We listen to someone speak; not interrupting. We think 

of others feelings. We are honest. We are polite. We are tolerant of others (Accepting that 

everyone is different and not expecting that everyone is like you). We deal peacefully with anger 

and disagreements. We treat others as we wish to be treated ourselves.  

  

Agent Link & Learn - Make links. Look for patterns. Test your ideas. Ask why? Make a prediction. 

Develop your ideas.  

 

Inspector Independent - Be a problem solver. Try a new way. Try it by yourself. Think of your own 

ideas. Get organized. Remember where you put things. Tidy up after yourself.  

  

 

 

 



Equal opportunities 

All children are taught to the same high standards and held to the same rigorous 

expectations. We believe that our thematic approach enables all children including 

those with SEND to participate fully in the curriculum and receive a broad and balanced 

education which meets their needs. Children are able to participate and progress to 

reach their individual potential. (Please see the Equal Opportunities Policy for further 

information.) 

 

Planning & Assessment 

Our starting point is that great assessments should be valid, reliable, purposeful and 

valuable.  

Assessment before learning is used as a prompt for learning and as a way to identify 

current knowledge or skill, as well as gaps in learning.  Teachers plan for the children in 

their class using carefully sequenced small steps.  

Diagnostic assessment takes place continuously in school. It is used to inform our planning 

and teaching and support learning. It is also used to monitor pupil progress. It comprises 

of: 

 

 The use of well understood learning objectives, which are shared with the children 

 Plenaries being used as assessment opportunities 

 Effective questioning 

 Observations of learning 

 Analysing and interpreting evidence in books 

 Pupil & Peer marking 

 Tests & quizzes 

 Moderation 

 Structured interventions 

 

Staff understand that learning is not; "memorising disconnected facts” and plan activities 

and lessons that connect and work together over each term and theme in order to 

achieve the highest possible standards. 

 

Our planning sets high expectations for all pupils. Work is aimed to challenge and stretch 

learners. Planning is differentiated throughout the curriculum to meet the needs of all and 

includes those from disadvantaged backgrounds and those who are significantly above 

or below the expected standard. Targets are ambitious. 

Thematic learning enables a variety of subjects to be covered within a specific block of 

time.  The 2 year cycle is planned so all coverage is covered within each Key Stage over 

this period. 

Thematic days such as ‘Book Day’ and ‘Science Day’ and specific weeks such as 

‘Enterprise Week’ are also part of our curriculum long term plan. This learning may be 

planned for a class, Key Stage or Whole School to enable coverage of specific learning, 

to embed knowledge or to apply knowledge. 



 

Monitoring & Evaluation 

 

Monitoring is carried out through class observations, work scrutiny, discussions with pupils, 

teachers, subject leads and school leaders 

 

The National Curriculum programmes of study are covered by the end of each key stage 

and over a 2 year, carefully sequenced planning cycle (see Coverage documents for 

each National Curriculum subject) and this is monitored by Subject leaders. ‘Class track’ is 

used to monitor coverage and progress for Reading, Writing, Maths and Science. 

We monitor curriculum, teaching and learning by: 

 Reviewing each subject area of the curriculum regularly and at least annually 

 Monitoring and reviewing school practices which impact upon teaching and 

learning. 

 Monitoring and reviewing the way in which subjects are taught – keeping up to 

date with latest research and guidance e.g. EEF recommendations 

 Monitoring the support that class teachers require 

 Using pupil questionnaires / discussions with pupils / school council 

 Parent questionnaires / feedback 

 Assessment 

 Providing in-house training for Teaching Assistants to ensure good practice 

 Providing differentiated teaching to take account of the most able and those with 

special educational needs. 

 Setting appropriate homework. 

 Setting up learning support plans for those children with SEND 

 Maintaining regular communication with the parents/ guardians and the child 

regarding support plans 

 Making reasonable adjustments for children with SEND 

 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

The Assistant Headteacher has responsibility for the leadership of the curriculum together 

with the specific subject leaders. Class teachers are responsible for ensuring that the 

planned curriculum is delivered effectively. Class teachers regularly review and, if 

necessary update curriculum planning. The governing body regularly monitor the success 

of the curriculum at committee level and through the Head Teacher’s termly reports to 

governors.  

 

 



Music 

Music in school is covered through the scheme Charanga.  It is a scheme that provides 

teachers with online support and everything that is required to give the children a fun, 

lively, varied experience whilst meeting the demands of the primary curriculum.  In KS2 we 

teach 3 units per academic year, alternating with MFL.  We have a set of glockenspiels to 

compliment the scheme and we have a range of other percussion instruments that the 

children are able to handle.  

We are part of wider opportunities where one year group learn to play the violin.  We also 

have a guitar teacher, singing teacher and choirs in both Key Stages.  Once a year the 

children have the chance to perform to a large audience of grandparents showcasing 

what they have been learning in their lessons. 

Every year the KS2 children are part in the East Riding of Yorkshire Music Service event of 

the Big Sing at Bridlington Spa and the National Young Voices event in Sheffield.  The 

children and staff learn a range of contemporary songs and join thousands of other 

children to sing together.  KS 1 have taken part in the Little Big Sing giving them the 

opportunity to perform alongside other schools. 

Music is an integral part of our spiritual journey at St Mary’s, we enjoy singing hymns as a 

whole school and we experiment with rounds and harmonies.  

Individual teachers use music in lessons as a way of creating atmosphere, stimulus for 

writing and art and enhancing the curriculum, for example in RE.   

History 

History is taught through the themes in the two year planning cycle designed for KS1 and 

KS2. Coverage of all programmes of study is evident in the themes taught. We aim that 

pupils gain knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. 

Historical learning helps pupils to understand people’s lives, change, diversity of societies 

and relationships, their identity and the challenges of their time. Teachers use a variety of 

resources to enhance learning and meet the requirements of the programmes of study. 

Key stage 1 

Learners develop an awareness of the past, use common words and phrases, recognise 

people and events in a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. Learners understand ways in which we find out 

about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to explore 

 changes within living memory 

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  

  the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements 

  significant historical events, people and places in their own locality  

 



Key Stage 2 

Learners build on their knowledge and understanding from KS1 to further develop a 

chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 

developing the appropriate use of historical terms, devising historically valid questions and 

organising relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of 

the past is constructed from a range of sources 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to explore 

 changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age   

 the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain   

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 

for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor  

 a local history study a study of an aspect or theme in British history beyond 1066 

 the achievements of the earliest civilizations  

 Ancient Greece  

 a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history 

Geography 

Geography is taught through the themes in the two year planning cycle designed for KS1 

and KS2. Coverage of all programmes of study is evident in the themes taught. We aim to 

inspire children to learn about the world and its people. Teachers use a variety of 

resources to enhance learning and meet the requirements of the programmes of study. 

Key stage 1 

Learners develop their knowledge of the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 

They learn basic geographical vocabulary relating to human and physical geography 

and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their 

locational awareness.  

Within our themes learners have opportunities to 

 gain knowledge about the location of the seven continents and five oceans, four 

countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom.  

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 

and physical geography within UK and Europe  

 understand the seasons and weather 

 use world maps, atlases and globes  

 use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school 

and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment. 

 

 



Key Stage 2 

Learners build on their knowledge and understanding from KS1 to include Europe, North 

and South America and the location and characteristics of significant human and 

physical features, developing geographical knowledge, understanding and skills. 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions 

and their identifying human and physical characteristics 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones  

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 

and physical geography . 

 describe and understand key aspects of physical geography and  human 

geography. 

Art & Design 

Art & Design is taught through the themes in the two year planning cycle designed for KS1 

and KS2. Coverage of all programmes of study is evident in the themes taught. We aim to 

engage, inspire and equip learners with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent 

and create their own works of art, craft and design during the cycle. Learners know how 

art and design reflect and shape our history, culture and creativity. Through our themes 

we produce a range of creative work. Learners evaluate, analyse and use language and 

terminology appropriate to art. Learners recognise a range of artists and their work. 

Key stage 1 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination  

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space  

 experience the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, linking to their 

own work. 

Key Stage 2 

Learners further develop techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with 

creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft 

and design. 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to  



 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas  

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting 

and sculpture with a range of materials  

 recognise great artists, architects and designers in history 

Design & Technology 

Design & Technology is taught through the themes in the two year planning cycle 

designed for KS1 and KS2. Coverage of all programmes of study is evident in the themes 

taught. Using creativity and imagination, learners design and make products that solve 

real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts using cross curricular subject 

knowledge such as mathematics, science, computing and art. Design & Technology 

develops creative, technical and practical knowledge and  skills in order to design and 

make, evaluate and test. Learners gain opportunities to understand and apply the 

principles of nutrition and learn how to cook. 

Key stage 1 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to 

 design purposeful, functional 

 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, 

templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication 

technology 

 select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks  

 select from and use a wide range of materials and components 

 explore and evaluate a range of existing products 

 evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria  

 build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger and more stable  

 explore and use mechanisms in their products. 

Key Stage 2 

Learners are taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an 

iterative process of designing and making, working in a range of contexts. 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to  

 use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of products that are 

fit for purpose. 

 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas 

 select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical 

tasks accurately  

 select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and ingredients 

 investigate and analyse a range of existing products  

 evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider 

the views of others to improve their work 



 understand how key events and individuals have helped shape the world  

 apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 

structures  

 understand and use mechanical systems in their 

 understand and use electrical systems in their products  

 apply their understanding of computing to program, monitor and control their 

products. 

Languages 

In our school, we learn Italian. 

In KS1, there are opportunities to learn Italian songs and rhymes and basic vocabulary. 

In KS2 we use a scheme of work which provides opportunities for learners to engage in the 

spoken word and gain a deeper understanding of Italian culture.  Teaching enables 

learners to express their ideas and thoughts in one language both in speech and in 

writing, providing the foundation for learning and deepening language. 

Within our school learners have opportunities to 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding  

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link 

the spelling, sound and meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond 

to others 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 

structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand  

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences 

 describe people, places, things and actions in spoken and written word 

 


