
1 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths Policy 
Mission Statement 

 

Together we Journey with Jesus 
Inspiring each other to learn 

 
Our Aims 

St Mary’s provides a safe and secure environment for all to learn. 
 

St Mary’s encourages high quality academic, physical, social, spiritual and moral 
education for all. 

 
St Mary’s encourages all to reach their full potential in accordance with the 

teachings of the Catholic Church in an environment of love and respect for one 
another. 

 
 

Our Vision 
Each child is a unique individual made in the image of God and is so loved. 
 
The learning journey of the whole child takes place on the knowledge that God 
is within each one of us. 
 
Our school, family, parish community is founded on the values of the Gospel 
and the life of Jesus. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Subject Leader: Mrs Jo Wheatley 

Date Spring 2021 
Next review date Spring 2023 
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School Vision 
A high-quality mathematics education provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to 
reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of 
enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.  
(National Curriculum 2014) 
 
At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School all of our children are given the opportunity to develop their 
mathematical potential through a rich, engaging curriculum. We want our children to feel confident in 
using and applying mathematics in a wide range of situations. 
We believe that mathematics is uniquely powerful in helping us to make sense of, and describe, our world 
and in enabling us to solve problems dealing with the nature of number, space, pattern and relationships. 
Useful and creative, it requires not only facts and skills, but also understanding gained through exploration, 
application and discussion. 
In mathematics we aim to develop lively, enquiring minds encouraging pupils to become self-motivated, 
confident and capable in order to solve problems that will become an integral part of their future. 
 
Aims 

 St Mary’s Catholic Primary School aims to ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, race and 
culture, have access to a wide range of stimulating problems and activities which will include the 
appropriate Programmes of Study of the National Curriculum 2014 and the EYFS curriculum.  

 To promote maths across the curriculum. 

 The purpose of mathematics education is to offer pupils intellectual excitement and challenge. 

 To provide them with a sense of delight and wonder. 

 To equip them with knowledge and skills and the ability and confidence to use and apply these to 
meet the needs of present and futures society. 

 To understand the importance of mathematics in everyday life. 

 To ensure that the learning and teaching of maths is clear and systematic with regular opportunities 
for involving the children in their own assessment for learning. 

 To instil enjoyment and enthusiasm for learning maths through practical activity, exploration, 
investigation and discussion. 

 To develop the ability to solve problems through decision making and reasoning in a range of 
contexts. 

 To develop a practical understanding of the ways in which information is gathered and presented. 

 To develop our pupils’ ability to understand and use mathematical vocabulary meaningfully and 
confidently and an ability to communicate mathematics. 

 To promote initiative and an ability to work both independently and in cooperation with others. 
 
We ensure that the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum 2014 are met and so too are their 
aims: 

 To become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics including through varied and frequent 
practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual 
understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. 

 Reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and 
generalisations and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language. 
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 Solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems 
with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and 
persevering in seeking solutions. 

 
 
 
Teaching and Learning 

At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in daily mathematics 
lessons and across the curriculum. Approaches need to be related to the topic itself and to the abilities 
and experiences of both teachers and pupils. The school ensures that mathematical reasoning and 
problem solving is integrated into planning and teaching through the use of the White Rose small steps 
approach. A rigorous approach is taken to developing fluency by teaching key instant recall facts (KIRFS) 
daily through effective teaching methods. In addition, a separate Calculation Policy (updated Spring 2021) 
gives further details on how we teach written methods and calculations across the school. The marking 
procedure for mathematics is outlined in our marking and feedback policy. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
Mathematics is planned for as an integral part of the EYFS curriculum, with children having a wide range of 
mathematical experiences through their access to ongoing provision and direct teaching. This enables 
them to meet the requirements of the Areas of Learning for Number and Shape, Space and Measures. 
 
Further information can be found in the Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage, as well as the 
school’s Foundation Stage Policy. 
 
Assessment and Recording 

Assessment of the children’s progress in mathematics is an integral part of the teaching process. 
Assessment is carried out in line with the school Assessment Policy.  
We assess children’s work in mathematics from three aspects (long-term, short-term and medium-term). 

 Short-term assessments are made on a daily basis as we check children’s responses to activities. 
Where misconceptions are identified, we aim to offer immediate intervention with a 
teacher/support staff to resolve the issue before the next maths lesson. 

 Medium-term assessments are made at the end of each block and results analysed to inform 
planning and support for the next half term. Data is then entered into Class Track. 

 Long-term assessments are made towards the end of the school year using the national tests for 
children in Year 2 and Year 6 and alternative end of year tests for children at the end of Years 3, 4 
and 5 are sometimes used alongside teacher assessment and other end of unit assessments. 

 At Pupil Progress meetings intervention groups are identified and established. Planned work also 
takes into account the targets set for those children who have individual termly support plans. 

 
Contribution of mathematics to teaching in other curriculum areas 
Mathematics is taught mainly as a separate subject but every effort is made to link mathematics with other 
areas of the curriculum. We try and identify the mathematical possibilities across the curriculum at the 
planning stage as well as identifying opportunities for learning outdoors. We also draw children’s attention 
to the links between maths and other curricular work so children see that maths is not an isolated subject. 
 
Such obvious links involve: 
English 
Stories, rhymes and songs are often used for counting, sequencing events and the use of vocabulary such 
as ‘on’, ‘under’, ‘up’ and ‘down’ to describe position or direction. In Key Stage 2, non-fiction texts are 
regularly used in which mathematical vocabulary, graphs, charts and tables have to be interpreted.  
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Art and Design & Technology 
Measurements are often needed in Art and Design & Technology. These include measuring, marking out, 
cutting, assembling and problem solving. Many patterns and constructions are based on spatial ideas and 
properties of shapes, including symmetry. Designs may need enlarging or reducing, introducing ideas of 
multiplication and ratio. When food is prepared, a great deal of measurement occurs, including working 
out times, calculating cost and considering ratio and proportion. 
 

 
Science 
Almost every scientific investigation or experiment is likely to require one or more of the mathematical 
skills of classifying, counting, measuring, calculating, estimating and recording in tables and graphs. In 
Science, pupils will, for example, order numbers, calculate simple means and percentages, use negative 
numbers when taking temperatures, decide whether it is more appropriate to use a line graph or bar chart, 
and plot, interpret and predict from graphs. 
 
Computing 

Children use IT in mathematics lessons wherever it will enhance their learning, such as the interactive 
whiteboards to demonstrate and model new concepts, as well as the individual netbooks and the iPads to 
practise skills. These skills may include using databases to provide a range of information sources, 
collecting and classifying data and producing graphs and tables, as well as rehearsing and practising basic 
maths skills, such as times tables. 
 
History, Geography and Religious Education 
In History and Geography, children will collect data by counting and measuring and make use of 
measurements of many kinds. The study of maps includes the use of co-ordinates and ideas of angle, 
direction, position, scale and ratio. The pattern of the days of the week, the calendar and recurring annual 
festivals all have a mathematical basis. For older children, historical ideas require understanding of the 
passage of time, which can be illustrated on a time line, similar to the number line that they already know. 
 
Physical Education and Music 
Athletic activities require measurement of height, distance and time, while ideas of counting, time, 
symmetry, movement, position and direction are used extensively in music, dance, gymnastics and ball 
games. In addition the use of ‘Active Maths’ encourages pupils to enjoy being active in maths lessons.  
 
Additionally, we promote maths across the school through Maths theme days and events such as the Key 
Stage 2 Annual Mastermind challenge and maths trail competitions.  
 
Resources 
A range of resources are available to support the teaching of mathematics across the school.  Quality and 
quantity are regularly monitored and suitable investment made as and when required.  All classrooms have 
number lines, digit cards etc and a wide range of appropriate small apparatus. Other equipment is stored 
in the Learning Support room. Children have access in school and at home to ‘Timestable Rockstars’ to 
support learning and recall of multiplication and division facts. A resource box dedicated to numeracy 
development and intervention is available for use by all staff to support children with specific 
mathematical learning needs. It is designed to have a range of games and activities to enhance and support 
learning. 
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Display 
Working walls are encouraged in all classrooms to support and reflect current work. Display is also used to 
support mathematical thinking and processes through visual aids such as number lines, number grids, 
vocabulary cards that provide a visual support for the children’s mental processes. Children’s mathematical 
work is frequently celebrated through display across the school. 
 
 
Role of the Mathematics Subject Leader  

 

 Providing a strategic lead and direction for maths in the school; being an exemplar, striving to make 
maths visible throughout the school, high quality display and high quality expectations reflected in 
the progress made. 

 Monitoring of the standards of children’s work, progression in learning and the quality of and 
teaching in mathematics through learning walks, talking to pupils, work scrutiny and analysing data. 

 Supporting colleagues in the teaching of mathematics, including identifying appropriate CPD and 
whole school training; including providing support to staff on an individual basis as required. 

 Management time is allocated for observation, book scrutiny and sharing good practice e.g. model 
lessons. 

 Staff meetings each term are planned to discuss an aspect of maths learning and teaching and 
assessment, to inform about current developments in the subject and provide a strategic lead and 
direction for the subject in the school. 

 Liaising with the Numeracy Governor. The Headteacher allocates regular management time to the 
Mathematics Subject Leader so that they can review samples of children’s work and undertake 
lesson observations of mathematics teaching across the school. 

 Report to the whole governing body termly. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Signed ………………………………………   Chair of Governors 
 
Date …………………………………….. 
 
Review Date : Spring 2023 

 

 


