
 

St Mary’s RC Primary School 
Curriculum Policy 

 
Aims 

 

 To outline the values and principles that underline our curriculum 

 To show how the curriculum is planned, delivered and monitored. 

 To show how our curriculum meets the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

 To show how our curriculum is inclusive meeting the needs of all children. 
 
There are individual policy documents for the following National Curriculum Subjects:  
English 
Maths 
Science 
RE 
Computing 
Physical Education 
PSHE 
Relationship & Sex Education 
PE 
 
This policy outlines how the following subjects are taught within our school: 
History 
Geography 
Music 
Art and Design 
Design and Technology 
Modern Foreign Languages 
 
The Curriculum 
We offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based and which:  

 promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the 
school and of society 

 prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later 
life.  

Our school curriculum comprises of all learning and additional experiences offered to its pupils. The 
national curriculum forms one part of the school curriculum. Teachers follow the statutory national 
curriculum which sets out in programmes of study for Key Stage 1 and 2, subject content for those 
subjects that should be taught to all pupils. Curriculum coverage by subject and theme is published 
online on our school website. 
Our two year cycle is planned and designed using subject coverage within a thematic approach 
based on the year group content within each mixed class. 
 

The Thematic Curriculum 
Our Curriculum Statement 

 
 We recognise parents are the first educators of children and as they start school we include parents 
as partners. Together we support our school, its mission and our children. As educators teachers and 
parents are positive and supportive role models at home, at school and in the wider community.  



 
Our school curriculum provides opportunities for all pupils to achieve their full God given potential.  
We aim to prepare our children for the experiences and responsibilities of their journey through life 
in the example of Christ.  
 
We believe our curriculum is a step on the ladder of lifelong learning, for every unique child. 
Children learn every day. We believe learning should be a rewarding and enjoyable experience for 
everyone, helping children lead happy and rewarding lives.  
 
Through a thematic approach we offer a rich and balanced curriculum promoting children’s spiritual, 
moral, cultural, intellectual and physical development. We ensure their full entitlement to the 
national curriculum 2014 from year 1 to year 6, together with many additional learning 
opportunities. Children in the foundation stage work on the EYFS curriculum towards the 
achievement of their early learning goals.  
The faith is lived through the ethos of the school and is supported by teaching and learning of the 
Come and See programme.  
Children are taught RE, English, Maths and Science and Physical Education as individual subjects.  
Other subjects including, Music, Art and Design, Design Technology, Geography and History are 
taught through our thematic approach. Computing skills are taught and used to enhance learning 
opportunities within the themes studied. Modern Foreign Languages are taught at KS2. 
 
Creative learning  

We provide curriculum opportunities where children are able to be creative learners, as such they: 

 Find problems to solve.  

 Apply skills that they have learnt to different situations.  

 See learning as incremental.  

 Use their imagination.  

 Persist at a task in pursuit of a chosen goal. 

We believe that if children are fully engaged in their learning and are able to develop the skills to 

learn independently, the quality and standard of their work will improve. Progression in creative 

learning will be shown by an observation of greater depth and complexity, autonomy and quality. 

Equal opportunities 

We believe that the thematic approach enables all children including those with SEND to participate 

fully in the curriculum. Children are able to participate and progress to reach their individual 

potential. Our use of flexible planning and the setting of individual targets support Assessment for 

Learning for all our pupils. 

Planning & Assessment 

Our planning sets high expectations for all pupils. Work is aimed to challenge and stretch learners. 

Planning is differentiated throughout the curriculum to meet the needs of all and includes those 

from disadvantaged backgrounds and those who are significantly above the expected standard. 

Targets are ambitious. 



Teachers plan for the children in their class, with an awareness of their previous learning through 

ongoing assessment. Differentiated tasks enable children to access appropriate learning and 

challenge. 

Thematic learning enables a variety of subjects to be covered within a specific block of time. The 2 

year cycle is planned so all curriculum content is covered within each Key Stage over this period. 

Block days and specific weeks may be planned as a class, Key Stage or Whole School to enable 

coverage of specific learning to take place. 

Monitoring & Evaluation 

Subject coverage is monitored by the use of year group objective class monitoring records. Teachers 

plot curriculum coverage in the subjects taught through the thematic approach for individual 

children within each year group. 

Class track is used to monitor coverage and progress for Reading, Writing, Maths and Science. 

Curriculum subjects specific to this policy. 

Music 

Music in school is covered through the scheme Charanga.  It is a scheme that provides teachers with 

online support and everything that is required to give the children a fun, lively, varied experience 

whilst meeting the demands of the primary curriculum.  In KS2 we teach 3 units per academic year, 

alternating with MFL.  We have a set of glockenspiels to compliment the scheme and we have a 

range of other percussion instruments that the children are able to handle.  

We are part of wider opportunities where one year group learn to play the violin.  We also have a 

guitar teacher, singing teacher and choir. Once a year the children have the chance to perform to a 

large audience of grandparents showcasing what they have been learning in their lessons. 

Every year the KS2 children take part in the East Riding of Yorkshire Music Service event of the Big 

Sing at Bridlington Spa and the National Young Voices event in Sheffield.  The children and staff learn 

a range of contemporary songs and join thousands of other children to sing together.  KS 1 have 

taken part in the Little Big Sing giving them the opportunity to perform alongside other schools. 

Music is an integral part of our spiritual journey at St Mary’s, we enjoy singing hymns as a whole 

school and we experiment with rounds and harmonies.  

Individual teachers use music in lessons as a way of creating atmosphere, stimulus for writing and 

art and enhancing the curriculum, for example in RE.   

History 

History is taught through the themes in the two year planning cycle designed for KS1 and KS2. 

Coverage of all programmes of study is evident in the themes taught. We aim that pupils gain 

knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Historical learning helps 

pupils to understand people’s lives, change, diversity of societies and relationships, their identity and 



the challenges of their time. Teachers use a variety of resources to enhance learning and meet the 

requirements of the programmes of study. 

Key stage 1 

Learners develop an awareness of the past, use common words and phrases, recognise people and 

events in a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 

different periods. Learners understand ways in which we find out about the past and identify 

different ways in which it is represented. 

Within our themes, learners have opportunities to explore: 

 changes within living memory 

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  

  the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements 

  significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Key Stage 2 

Learners build on their knowledge and understanding from KS1 to further develop a chronologically 

secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, developing the appropriate 

use of historical terms, devising historically valid questions and organising relevant historical 

information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 

sources 

Within our themes, learners have opportunities to explore: 

 changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age   

 the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain   

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor  

 a local history study and a study of an aspect or theme in British history beyond 1066 

 the achievements of the earliest civilizations  

 Ancient Greece  

 a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history 

Geography 

Geography is taught through the themes in the two year planning cycle designed for KS1 and KS2. 

Coverage of all programmes of study is evident in the themes taught. We aim to inspire children to 

learn about the world and its people. Teachers use a variety of resources to enhance learning and 

meet the requirements of the programmes of study. 

Key stage 1 

Learners develop their knowledge of the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They learn 

basic geographical vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use 

geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.  



Within our themes learners have opportunities to: 

 gain knowledge about the location of the seven continents and five oceans, four countries 

and capital cities of the United Kingdom.  

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 

physical geography within UK and Europe  

 understand the seasons and weather 

 use world maps, atlases and globes  

 use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

Key Stage 2 

Learners build on their knowledge and understanding from KS1 to include Europe, North and South 

America and the location and characteristics of significant human and physical features, developing 

geographical knowledge, understanding and skills. 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to: 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones  

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography . 

 describe and understand key aspects of physical geography and  human geography. 

Art & Design 

Art & Design is taught through the themes in the two year planning cycle designed for KS1 and KS2. 

Coverage of all programmes of study is evident in the themes taught. We aim to engage, inspire and 

equip learners with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of 

art, craft and design during the cycle. Learners know how art and design reflect and shape our 

history, culture and creativity. Through our themes we produce a range of creative work. Learners 

evaluate, analyse and use language and terminology appropriate to art. Learners recognise a range 

of artists and their work. 

Key stage 1 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to: 

  use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

  use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination  



  develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 

shape, form and space  

 experience the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, linking to their own 

work. 

Key Stage 2 

Learners further develop techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with 

creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to: 

  create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  

  improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials  

 recognise great artists, architects and designers in history 

Design & Technology 

Design & Technology is taught through the themes in the two year planning cycle designed for KS1 

and KS2. Coverage of all programmes of study is evident in the themes taught. Using creativity and 

imagination, learners design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a 

variety of contexts using cross curricular subject knowledge such as mathematics, science, 

computing and art. Design & Technology develops creative, technical and practical knowledge and  

skills in order to design and make, evaluate and test. Learners gain opportunities to understand and 

apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook. 

Key stage 1 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to: 

 design purposeful, functional products 

 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, 

mock-ups and where appropriate, information and communication technology 

 select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks  

 select from and use a wide range of materials and components 

 explore and evaluate a range of existing products 

 evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria  

 build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger and more stable  

 explore and use mechanisms in their products. 

Key Stage 2 

Learners are taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative 

process of designing and making, working in a range of contexts. 

Within our themes learners have opportunities to  



 use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of products that are fit for 

purpose. 

 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas 

 select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 

accurately  

 select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including construction 

materials, textiles and ingredients 

 investigate and analyse a range of existing products  

 evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views of 

others to improve their work 

 understand how key events and individuals have helped shape the world  

 apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 

structures  

 understand and use mechanical and electrical systems in their products 

 understand and use electrical systems in their products  

 apply their understanding of computing to program, monitor and control their products. 

Languages 

Throughout KS2 we learn Italian in our school. We use a scheme of work which provides 

opportunities for learners to engage in the spoken word and gain a deeper understanding of Italian 

culture.  Teaching enables learners to express their ideas and thoughts in one language both in 

speech and in writing, providing the foundation for learning and deepening language. 

Within our school, learners have opportunities to: 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding  

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, 

sound and meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to others 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand  

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences 

 describe people, places, things and actions in spoken and written word 
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